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We have experienced a global pandemic that has affected everyone
- even costing the lives of some of our own loved ones. Church as we
knew it ceased to exist and we moved online. Each of us tried to adapt
to an online worship service with varying levels of success. Even the
staff quickly scrambled to learn the technology and procedures for
moving things online. We have had successes and we have had, well let’s call them “learning experiences.”
This year also saw a country forced to either reconcile its past
with racism and racial injustice or choose to bury its head in the
sand; pretending such atrocities, historical and current, were
myths. Unsurprisingly, as a collective body, our country tried to do
both simultaneously. Many were so overwhelmed with grief and
determination that this should proceed no longer, that they poured
into the streets amid a pandemic, risking their very lives so that justice
may become a reality for all.
That same reckoning came into the walls of the church, with the
“White Jesus” fallacy being called-out by those who have been
marginalized; who, in many cases, more closely resemble the biblical
heroes.
We also experienced an election that caused such a traumatic rift
in our nation, that the very United States Capitol was attacked as a
result. Families were pitted against each other and even churches
have been divided.
Where is God in all of this?
He is present in the hearts of all of those who are so compelled by
love that they cannot stay silent in the face of oppression.
He is present in the souls of those who speak truth to power; those
who do not back down in their pursuit of doing justice.
He is present in hands of those who care for their fellow humanity,
loving mercy above their own comfort.
Just as the rest of the world has changed, so has St. John’s entered
a time of transformation. The Spirit is at work and lives have been
changed for the better. There is still work to be done, but in these
pages we will celebrate what God has done among us in this year; a
year that we will never forget.
-Jason Collier
Director of Contemporary
Worship and Communications
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OPENING THE DOORS
Our mission at St. John’s begins with
these words: “welcome all…”
Yes, God opens doors! How fitting
for our Easter season. This spring we
have been amazed at what God has
done to transform our main entrance.
Starting April 11th, following each
worship service, we will be offering
tours to showcase our new doors,
lights, tile, brick, space and flow! We
hope you will consider joining us.
Thank you for every gift and donation! This project has been more than
fifteen years in the making. Some
of you may remember the Faith and
Hope Campaign. Our 2009 project
was unable to move forward. The
economy was floundering and the
need for an expensive sprinkler system put the project’s price tag out of
reach. However, in 2017 we went back
to the drawing board to sort through
“needs vs. wants.” In 2019, we set a
goal to raise $250,000 in pledges to
replace a crumbling ramp, make our
restrooms accessible, and widen our
lobby space. God is so good: We were
able to use the remaining Faith and
Hope Campaign funds and proceeds
from the Emma Carroll Endowment
to start construction. Through your
generosity, we were able to exceed
this goal with $445,000 in pledges
and donations!; Along with $200,000
previously raised by the Faith & Hope
Campaign, and $335,000 from other
investment accounts, we began the
project with $980,000 in working
capital.
One of the project’s surprises was
learning that a future HVAC unit for
the sanctuary required more steel for
our lobby roof. The new HVAC unit
weighed 1,000 pounds more than our
1995 unit. The new HVAC unit and
steel was a $125,000 additional cost to
our project. The total cost of our entrances came to $1,175,000. We have
been able to pay off $980,000 from
the start, but will need your continued support to help close the gap.
The Council used the approved line of

credit to take care of this now, but
we would love to pay off this debt.
We also have more updates on fundraising that will include possible
courtyard designs.

- Lisa Arrington
Lead Pastor for Mission

We are truly blessed and amazed that
God would transform our church
during the pandemic; it makes coming back even more exciting! We
are so thankful for the craftsmanship and construction management,
Kinsley Construction, who worked
through pandemic challenges and
always kept us up to date on safety
and progress. Our WBCM architects, Steve Burdette (son of Marge
Burdette) and Dina Markakis really
helped us follow a new, accessible
design all the way through construction. All the glass and mirrors
were made and installed by Chaudron Glass. Most of all, we are thankful for our capital construction team
leaders: Cheryl Bitner and Adam
Drescher II. Cheryl and Adam handled daily updates, site visits, change
orders, biweekly 6:30 am review
meetings, and, of course, taking pictures. Susanne Kauffman and Tom
DeBolt have been the most positive
cheerleaders for our capital campaign.
We hope you enjoy the pictures in
the magazine and check out the
construction picture show on our
web page.
We still have some loose ends to tie
up and teams have been formed to
work on improving our welcome
with outdoor signage, a courtyard
design, and parking chain replacement. We look forward to a new
Welcome Center and double doors
to the Fellowship Hall, where there
will be a Connection Center to go
with our Sweet Air Café.
In the early fall, we will kick off with
a grand opening celebration.
We can’t wait to open the doors and
welcome you.
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C A N D I D A CY U P D AT E
The past year has been a time of intense growth and change for many
people and that certainly includes me. I’ve had the many joys, struggles
and smells that come with becoming a father. I’ve also begun a Doctor
of Ministry program, doing a lot of reading and writing about ministry
with young people. And to cap it all off, I’m working to become a pastor!
While there are people, armed with only a credit card and five minutes,
who get ordained online to officiate a wedding, the Lutheran Church
is much more protective of their ordination. The goal is to make sure
that pastors are ready for the expectations and challenges of leading
the church. It is a multi-year process of prayer, study, and discernment
where both the church and candidates test the waters to see if pastoral
ministry is truly the calling.

Jeremy Morelock

Director of Young Discipleship

I started this process of ordination in November of 2019 by interviewing
with a team from our Delaware-Maryland Synod. For most candidates,
the first major requirement to become a pastor is going to seminary.
I was a bit of a unique case since I was already coming to the process
having received my Masters of Divinity (the standard pastoral degree)
in 2018. The team decided to accept my degree and asked that I take
classes in Lutheran theology and worship, complete an internship as a
hospital chaplain as well as a few other small requests.
I completed the two required classes at United Lutheran Seminary
in Philadelphia just before the pandemic hit. Other meetings and
requirements have luckily been able to be completed via video chat or
phone call. The largest requirement has been the hospital chaplaincy.
Since early fall, I have been working as a chaplain at York Hospital—
visiting patients, providing care and counseling, being on call for
traumas and end of life situations, and supporting the understaffed
frontline workers. Being in the hospital during a pandemic has been
scary and exhausting. It’s given me such appreciation for the medical
teams and support staff who soldier on despite their stress and fatigue.
It’s also been fertile ground for some deeply sacred moments; seeing
God be present with people in the midst of their greatest pains and
joys. There are people that I’ve been able to sit with or pray with who
have left a profound impact on me and my faith.
As my chaplaincy internship ends at the beginning of April 2021, I will
complete the last of the major requirements for ordination. I will then
prepare to meet with the synod team by writing essays about my faith,
theology, ministry plans, and career goals. In the last week of April, I
interview with the team and they can either approve me to be ordained
or suggest further learning or training.
While I’ve been in ministry almost 11 years, becoming ordained to be
a Lutheran pastor allows me to more deeply engage with the things
I love doing: ministering to young people and their families, leading
ministries with strategic mission, and engaging with the vision of the
church to call it to something better and more expansive. I am sure
that as I enter into this new role, there will be new times of growth and
change for me and those to whom I am blessed to be a pastor!
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REMEMBERING
MONTE

Monte Carpenter, the long-serving treasurer at St.
John’s, was the kind of calm, consistent presence
that can often be forgotten in the history of the
church. During his 18 years as treasurer, a volunteer
role, his tasks included:
• Weekly bill-payment
• Bi-monthly staff payroll
• HR benefits
• Annual Budgeting
• Monthly Council financial reporting
Recognizing the enormity of this task, Michael
Chambers once asked how Monte found the time to
run the church’s finances single-handedly. Monte’s
response was that there were many ways he could
spend his free time, but he chose to spend his time
working on something that benefitted his church
and his faith.

When Monte died unexpectedly on vacation,
February 25, 2015, Douglas Clark and Joyce Essel
stepped in as emergency co-treasurers. They
spent an enormous amount of time sorting accounts and transitioning St. John’s to electronic transactions.
While many at the church did not see these aspects of Monte’s service, some will remember him from his
explanations of church finances at congregational meetings, his involvement in the men’s bible study, or his
work with the NOLA Mission team. His service and dedication to his chuch and his faith can be an inspiration
to us all.

The current co-treasurers, Joyce Essel and Lindsey
Sommer, recently navigated a switch of the church’s
bookkeeping over to the Quickbooks system. This
task was no small feat, and they did a wonderful
job of completing the transition as well as teaching
others on the team how to navigate through the new
software. Here’s just a few things that people had to
say:
“Wow! I was super impressed by all the work you
did getting things set up in Quickbooks. Jumping into
the deep end of the pool with faith and grace!” - Julie
Pickett
“Thank you, Joyce Essel and Lindsey
Sommer for helping us enter new
waters and showing us the new
Quickbooks finance software! This
was a huge set up! Look out 2021 here
we come!” - Pastor Lisa Arrington

TREASURER
U P D AT E
“I just want to reiterate what an outstanding job you
did, setting up the Chart of Accounts! I know what
it took to accomplish that task. Your approach was
organized. Your thought process was thorough.” Sharyn Kearney
“All the kudos to Joyce! Her dedication to the
treasurer role is inspiring! She set this ship a sail
and I just jumped on board!” - Lindsey Sommer
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OUTSIDE THE DOORS
God has done amazing things even in a pandemic! Prior to 2020, we used to host a hot lunch in the Amazing Grace
hall serving fried chicken, mac and cheese, and green beans, salad, fruit and pieces of cakes. Then COVID hit and the
needs began to rise.
St. John’s joined Amazing Grace Lutheran Church on their sidewalk for sharing lunch! We started making box lunches
at St. John’s that could be handed out twice a month. Thank you to everyone who sponsored fried chicken and
donated Hawaiian rolls, fruit, cheese sticks, cookies, and water bottles every month. We also loaded the cars with
non-perishable items dropped off in the church cooler outside our kitchen.
In Advent we collected 46 bags of coats, hoodies, hats and gloves! For Valentines we collected 4 tubs of socks to bless
feet!
Thank you for the support year-round. We look forward to sharing worship again on Labor Day Weekend. We all need
Amazing Grace.
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DEDICATING
THE DOORS
A lot has happened since we were in
NOLA February 2019 to dedicate the addition and the Mary Knott Learning Center. Not only has Pastor Tyrone and our
brothers and sisters of the Next Generation of Original Morning Star Full Gospel Baptist Church had to deal with the
ever-changing COVID 19 restrictions and
health protocols, but Mother Nature also
made her presence known with a series of
Tropical Storms in 2020. We know all too
well from our experiences over the last
15 years what kind of impact even a small
storm can have. We are so blessed and
grateful to have the opportunity to help
and support you and look forward to our
continuing partnership.
Due to the current COVID 19 infection
rate, travel restrictions, health protocols
and quarantine requirements, we, unfortunately canceled our annual trip in 2021.
This was not an easy decision for us as
we so look forward to our visit. It just was
not feasible nor prudent for our team to
come join our NOLA siblings in worship
and fellowship.
At Christmas, we sent a gift of $2,000.
We hope and pray that this will help the
church continue its mission to spread the
word of God. Hopefully with the promise
of a vaccine on the horizon, we will be
able to resume our annual pilgrimage in
2022.
Judy Lapinski
NOLA chair
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The Dominican Republic Mission team would like to thank
everyone who participated
in the Advent Ornaments to
sponsor projects in the DR. On
the left, a truckload of cinder
blocks are unloaded to be used
for a new home construction;
replacing one destroyed in last
year’s hurricane.

PA I N T I N G
NEW DOORS

The photos above and to the
left show the joyfully painted homes in the village of Esperanza where Pastor Mercedes has her church and her
school. She distributed paint
and paint brushes in the community and people joined together and made the improvements. Thank you to everyone
who helped make these homes
more cheerful and demonstrated love and hope for our
Dominican siblings.
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Blessings to you all,
-Linda Walsh

OUTSIDE OUR OFFICE DOORS
Anyone who has walked down the hallway toward the church office has also encountered a collection of portraits
of the many pastors who have served St. John’s throughout its rich history. The portraits are each a fascinating
representation of a time past, but were presented without any further context. What’s more, the pastors are only part
of the story!
The idea of a history wall began five years ago, but really began to move in the Fall of 2020. The team, led by Pastor
Lisa and Jeremy Morelock, included Gail Blauvelt, Karis Colnitis, Charlene Volk, Gretchen LeKites, and Sandy Matthai
as well as a number of other contributors and editors. Together they were able to create an installation that tells a
fuller story of the church.
The design is a series of separate panels, allowing for growth as time moves forward. Future generations will be able to
include their own history on the wall - helping preserve the memories for all who walk through the doors of St. John’s
and become, in their own way, a part of its story.

1855

The Birth of a Church

Looking back to our birth, we see how God has worked
in our history to shape us into the people we are today.
In 1855 a half-acre of ground was given by George
and Henrietta Homan. The original deed for the church
for “The Dutch Lutheran Church called Saint John” was
received on March 15, 1855 by Baltimore County. It
was supposed to say “Deutch” or “German” Lutheran
Church. The deed lists the first trustees: John Emerine,
John Gantner, and John Nau. It is hard to say whether
the fact that all three trustees’ names were John had
anything to do with adopting the name St. John for the
new church.
On the back of the deed it says: “Whereas the present
members of [St. John’s] being Germans, and desire the
preaching in said church to be in their own language,
they many have the control of that matter. But whenever a majority of said church may desire to have the
preaching in the English language the majority shall
have the control of that matter.” The openness of the
leaders of St. John’s to change was very unique for a
country church of this age.
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North Ave Mission, located in Station North, is one of the newest
missions in our Delaware-Maryland
Synod and sponsor of Red Shed Village.
One year ago, in the midst of the
pandemic shutting down shelters,
North Avenue Mission worked feverishly to prayerstorm ideas with
neighbors to help people displaced
by COVID. Four tents were established in the community garden
known as The Red Shed Village.
This
pilot
program
worked
with local partners for laundry, food and advocacy. One of
the big challenges was winter.
Smalltimorehomes introduced the
concept of the microshelter, a temporary shelter that offered dignity
and space.
St. John’s hosted an Advent build every Saturday on our parking lot. Volunteers came from as far as Gettysburg, Frederick, and Baltimore.
Bill Kessler was one of the main volunteers with contractor experience.
Retired from Whiting Turner, Bill
improved the microshelter design to
be an 8x8 shelter with a roof.
Mark and Marcus Lapinski came
every Saturday with their table saw
and got the code name “Millers” because they ripped repurposed wood
to 2x8s for frames.
The Director of North Avenue Mission, Vicar Atticus Zavaletta, described the assembly day as extraordinary: “What you did wasn’t
just amazing, it was historic. Though
fair housing is so sorely needed,
nothing like it exists in Baltimore. St.
John’s, there is not enough words to
express my thanks for your dedication, for the enormity of your generous hearts, offering incredible skill
and sweat. And lots of laughs in between. I heard from the volunteers
that they are excited to come back
next Saturday because they had
such a good experience. Really, on
Saturday what we saw was the reign
of heaven. Thank you for bringing it
to pass for this community.”
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One Red Shed Villager who had been
experiencing street homelessness
before coming to the Village for 6
years, said he can’t remember ever
being this happy. Another Villager, who’s been on the streets since
he was 8 years old (and is now in
his 50s), just said that watching everything and working toward this
for the last year brought tears for
him. He never could have believed
it could really happen. Another Villager was so excited to participate
in building on Saturday, working the
whole day, because, he said, he was
building it not just for him but for all
those who come after him.
God brought us together, in a crisis,
to reveal God’s glory and justice.

Why did you get involved and who
participated?
Judy Lapinski – We, as a family, are
always interested in service projects
and helping others. People experiencing homelessness and poverty
in Baltimore City (and elsewhere)
have always held a special place in
my heart and in my service. I spent
much of my life working in these
communities and want to continue
to be a part of narrowing the social
disparities gaps that exist. While I
was involved in parts of this project,
it is really my husband Mark and my
son Marcus who did much more of
the physical work.
Sharon Townsend - We heard
about volunteering to make homes
for the homeless through St. John’s.
I work in Baltimore and when Jimmy is with me he often asks about
the homeless people we see. He often states that he feels bad for the
homeless people. When this opportunity came up to help this population of people we jumped at it!
Jimmy said he wanted to help people have a home.

How did you participate?
Sharon Townsend - Jimmy and I
met up at St. John’s each Saturday (Brian came when he was not
working). We worked on measuring
wood, sorted the wood, and painted the roof. Then, we went to Baltimore to help put insulation in one
of the micro-shelters. For Jimmy’s
8th birthday he raised close to $750
for Smalltimore Homes!
Bill Kessler - I participated by
bringing my hand tools every Saturday morning, sharing my ideas on
how to build the shelters, preparing a roof truss template at home
during the week that would guide
and speed up the work, and leading
groups of volunteers through the
overall construction process. When
the shelters were erected at “Red
Shed Village”, I helped in overseeing
to construction of all four shelters
and led a group of volunteers in
building one of the shelters.

NEW MISSION DOORS
What did you learn from being involved?
Sharon Townsend - We learned that working together can be fun! We
also learned that helping other people and giving back to our community makes us feel good. It was a really great experience for our
family!
Judy Lapinski - We learned about Smalltimore Homes and their mission and plans. We learned more about Red Shed Village and the
North Avenue Mission. I, Judy, learned that I am not strong enough to
be much use on truck loading day and that we CAN fit all of that stuff
in two small moving trucks!
Bill Kessler - I learned that:
• It doesn’t take much on my part to make a difference in the life of
someone else.
• People are willing to come together to share their ideas, time and
talents to help others.
• There is always a need to help others that are less fortunate than
you, even for the most basic requirement of shelter.
• It does take a village to build a microshelter village.

What was it like being involved with this project?
Bill Kessler - It was a great feeling to witness so
many people willing to volunteer their time and
skills, no matter what that skill level was, to make a
profound difference in the life of someone way less
fortunate. Every volunteer was welcomed, valued,
and became an important part of the building team.
I felt that I was part of a team that was dedicated to
achieving a goal that was much bigger than any one
person.
Judy Lapinski - Mark and Marcus tell me that it was
fun and rewarding, even if a little bumpy at times.
They came home exhausted every Saturday so I
know they worked hard, but felt very good about
doing it. Mark particularly enjoyed meeting all of
the new people who assisted with the project. He
also enjoyed spending time in the community near
Red Shed Village and getting to know the people
there.
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If you attended an outdoor worship service or live streamed from home, your eyes were mostly likely drawn to the large
planter standing as the altar space. Showcasing beautiful carpentry skill and embellished with our mission statement,
this gift to the church was given by the Constantino family. Pete, Roxanne, and their family have been members of St.
John’s for almost four years, but they have known Pastor Lisa for much longer. They were brought to St. John’s after
reading about her return to Maryland in the Country Chronicle and found a home with the congregation.
In June, Pete was diagnosed with COVID and is still recovering today. Of his experience he shares, “…and I just knew.
It hit me so fast and so hard. I was rushed to the ER and the staff, they prepared Roxanne for the worst and sent her
away. It was so cold and loud and I was there (in ICU) for 5 days. I was so sick, the doctor thought I wouldn’t make it.
All of sudden, I turned around and went the other way.” When asked how the experience impacted his faith, he shared
“Pastor Lisa called me on a Sunday, she prayed for me, put me on the prayer list and it turned around. When I left, all
nurses and doctors lined the halls to applaud. I said to a nurse, ‘I feel like a big deal’ and a nurse told me I was a big
deal, because most, they don’t get to leave this way.”
One of his ICU nurses still checks in with him daily. After continuing treatment at home and remaining in isolation for
months, Pete is still dealing with the effects of COVID. “Recovery is a day-by-day process. It’s like cracker jacks, you
don’t know what you’ll get in the box. I push myself to walk, I only have 60% of my lungs, but it was as low as 32% at
the worst”. Pete has found peace in woodworking.
When asked how long he has been woodworking, Pete explained, “I never fooled with wood and I started last year.
I’m self-taught and it brings me joy. People have given me tools and I stay busy, I can’t just sit, I need to push and stay
active. There’s no plan, I just wing it and it happens. I started off with flower boxes and it’s grown from there” Pete
gifted some planter boxes to the church and Pastor Lisa used them to adorn the pitcher’s mound as an outdoor altar
space. “I gave Pastor Lisa the planter boxes and she kept calling it an altar and I said ‘this isn’t an altar, I’ll make an
altar’ so I made the altar.” Pete is truly a miracle and we continue to lift him and his family up in prayer. He ended our
conversation with wishes of a time when we can all be together again for worship and asks that we remember to “wear
our masks and be safe.”

M E GA N M C B E E
PETE CO
N S TA N T I
NO
When I reflect over the past year, I cannot help but think about March 13, 2020. The year was off to an amazing start
for Children’s Ministry. The First Communion Workshop was set to begin the next day and the supply cart was loaded
and ready to go. It was a sunny afternoon, no one was wearing a mask, crowds made their way through stores as I ran
errands. Times were precedented. I was just a millennial that could barely use a computer, had no idea what ZOOM
was, had never ordered anything “curbside” or even attempted to video record myself on my phone. Then we woke up
on March 14 and everything was different.
My priority was reaching out to families so that they knew they were not alone, despite the first few months being
incredibly isolating. Children’s ministry continued in the form of daily emails. Because schools were out for such an
extended period, I did my best to include educational resources as much as possible. Eventually, things evolved into
the video lessons I currently record weekly. Vacation Bible School was completely replanned, recorded and delivered
virtually through streaming and live watch parties on ZOOM. Having a group of about 20 children tune in live and
more streaming at home was a morale booster. As children continue to help with various video recordings or outdoor
ministry events, it brings me so much joy to see how much they have grown and how adaptable they have been.
This is true of my own children as well, who are now 6 and 3. Parenting through a pandemic IS HARD! We do our best
to keep things as “normal” as possible for the boys. Yes, they photobomb my video recordings and pop in during video
conference calls—but that’s life now! Our youngest had a true pandemic birthday in April with drive by honking and
presents left on the porch. Our oldest graduated Pre-K over ZOOM and started Kindergarten virtually. It makes me
sad to think about childhood memories they are missing, but as time goes on, I make more peace with it because we
are healthy, and they are happy. We are beyond grateful for these little boys that continue to prove that life, however
different it may be now, goes on and is still such a beautiful thing.
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SURVIVING
T H E PA N D E M I C
MIKE CHAMBERS
Sunday was always the “keystone” of the week for me. Through each week, and especially on Saturday, the preparation
and practice for the following Sunday occurred. Sunday, then, was the culmination of that week’s work — except for
Jubilee rehearsals on Sunday morning which were geared not only to that morning’s anthem, but anthems for several
weeks ahead. So Saturday was always an early night for me and Sunday was always a very early morning. I normally
arrived at the church around 6:30 to warm up hands and feet on the organ and piano, and to get myself prepared to
lead two worship services and a vocal choir rehearsal.
Now, the process of getting ready for my part of the worship services is very different. I’m preparing music and recording it in an empty (or almost empty) worship center. I record hymns or liturgy or piano music; and then those
audio files are sent to vocalists (maybe instrumentalists) who record their own voices (or instrumentation) while listening to my part of the music on headsets or ear buds.
Recording music for worship is strange to me. My preparation and practice has always been geared towards a live
worship experience. And this applies to playing a piano or organ solo; accompanying a hymn or liturgy; or directing a
vocal or handbell choir.
Whenever an organist plays, or a choir sings or rings, they always strive for perfection. But we know that, in the midst
of a worship service, where worshippers are gathered to sing, pray, feast, meditate – that is, worship – most of the
people realize that all of us are human – that mistakes will occasionally happen – that young instrumentalists will
need to tune before they play – that is, most people understand that we aren’t performing in a concert – but we’re
worshipping.
And so recording worship music is a different animal. You’re preparing music that will last forever – it won’t be experienced once “in the moment” in a live worship service.
I remember years ago, when we were preparing to dedicate a sanctuary piano, I was pulling back under my fingers the
first movement of Beethoven’s Pathetique piano sonata, which I had learned in piano lessons when I was a teenager
and hadn’t played for at least 10 years. I was working at a computer software company at the time, and had told my
friends at the office that I was playing that, as well as a beautiful Joseph Martin piano solo, on the morning of the dedication and invited them to attend. Several of them got directions to the church and said they would be there. Sunday
morning came – and I played really well. (There were probably two very tiny mistakes in the Beethoven.) I went back
to work on Monday and people apologized for not getting there. I knew there had been a tape recording – not a great
recording, probably on someone’s tape player. But I also knew that, listening to that recording, devoid of the experience and emotion of being in the context of worship, it would never sound the way it had that particular morning for
that particular worship service; those piano pieces were played to be experienced “in the moment.” And so I did not
offer to loan the recording to anyone. (No one from the office came, but I did have several very dear friends outside
of St. John’s who had come to worship that morning to hear me play!)
I find that recording a hymn or liturgy in an empty church a strange experience. The very point of these hymns and
liturgy is to accompany human voices, and recording them for worship without those human voices is a very “flat” experience. I have to really concentrate on tempo, particularly, because when an organist accompanies congregational
singing, there’s a very subtle give-and-take between the organist and the congregation. There are times when the
organist sets a tempo, and the congregation isn’t quite comfortable with that tempo — perhaps there has been some
kind of tragedy in the congregation or the community — and the congregation simply isn’t prepared to sing at the
tempo that the organist sets. A good organist is able to very subtly change tempo just slightly so that the congregation
is singing boldly, but comfortably. None of this happens in an empty room, so I find myself singing to myself — I can’t
sing out loud because then my voice will record along with the organ accompaniment!
This has been worship for the last year, and so we do our best given the restrictions that COVID-19 has placed upon
us. At some point in the future, COVID will be behind us and, I suspect, worship will change again. What will “normal”
look like then? Will it look the same as it did pre-covid? I don’t think any of us know, but, for now, this is worship.
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NEW MEMBERS
Several people actually opened new doors to officially join St. John’s. Even during the pandemic! We can’t
wait for you to meet them in person if you haven’t met them outside.

Todd and Jean Anderson both grew up in Bethlehem, PA.,
and even went to the same elementary school, but they never met until
Jean visited Baltimore in 2000. Todd
works in construction and historical restoration, and Jean is with the
Wockenfuss Candy Co. They have
been married for 17 years and they
live in Timonium. They have already
joined the usher team and Todd joined
the Property committee.

Jason Day

Charles and Gail Kuebler live in Timonium. Gail used to live

near St. John’s
and her grandchildren
are
part of Troop
818.
Charles
survived being
a “pk” (preacher’s kid) and
is a “LFACHE,”
(Lifetime Fellow
of the American College of
Healthcare Executives). Gail
and Charles have been attending St. John’s for over a year. Charles was
one of the first to share in Lent a year ago his word for faith: patience.
“We eliminate doubt and distrust and replace it with ‘patience’ because
we believe through our faith that God will fulfill his promises to care
for us in times of trial, temptation, and forgiveness of our sins.”
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has been a lifelong
Lutheran and was active in ministry
throughout his youth and early adulthood. He participates as the medical
provider at synod youth events and
has volunteered at the last two ELCA
youth gatherings with the medical
team. Even though he lives in Fallston,
he continues to work with Lutheran
Campus Ministry at the University of
Delaware. In his day to day life, he is
a nurse practitioner at York Hospital.
He also enjoys being outdoors with his
nephews. He even comes to outdoor
worship with his dogs: Elsa and Maddie.

LOOKING FOR A
CHURCH HOME?
Consider becoming a member of the
St. John’s family! Learn more at
www.stjohnssweetair.org
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