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GROW
as disciples

W

hat does it mean to grow? Of course, as humans, we grow
in many ways. We watch our little ones become adults in
what seems like no time at all! Although, we also know that to
those kids it feels like an eternity - just wanting, desperately, to
be “grown up.”
We also grow as people - or at least that’s the hope. Our maturity
increases not as a direct result of age, but as a learned response
to life’s challenges and struggles. How do we deal with loss? With
pain? With mistakes and failures of others? Or, even more of a
challenge; mistakes and failures of our own? This type of growth
is decidedly more subtle than the physical growth, and not nearly
as much of a guarantee. It requires adversity as a catalyst and
meaningful, honest reflection in response. Is the result worth the
effort? Absolutely.
Growing as disciples is far more similar to that second type of
growth than to the first. Someone being a Christian for their
entire life is not a guarantee of growth as a disciple. Knowing the
right words to say and looking like a “perfect Christian” is not
a guarantee of growth as a disciple. A position of leadership or
even a wide audience is not a guarantee of growth as a disicple.
Only a dedication to following Christ and allowing the Holy
Spirit to mold us to be more like Christ every day is a guarantee
of growth as a disciple.
When we grow in that way our lives begin to exhibit telltale signs:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and
self-control. These virtues will each meet challenges in life and
our growth will often come through adversity. But, if we each
draw near to Christ and encourage each other along the way,
then we can grow together as the body of Christ.
St. John’s, as part of Christ’s body, seeks to be a place where we
can grow together. We also hope to connect new people into that
growth through our upcoming Year of Invitation.
Together let’s live out our mission:
Welcome all - tell the story - grow as disciples.
- Jason Collier
Director of Contemporary
Worship & Communications
(Pictured here with his spouse, Morgan
and his daughter Lydia at
their July wedding)

A

fter a year of COVID chaos, construction delays,
summer cicadas (remember them?) and staff transitions
with retirement and vacancies, we are entering Fall with
anticipation! We are launching the year of invitation.

•

If you have a new neighbor in your neighborhood,
would you share a gift bag from St. John’s? Visit the
welcome center for a sweet gift bag.

Try Sharing Social Media Communciations
•
Post a photo, tell a story about how church impacts
your life, link to the church website, or say “Join us
Sunday!” Your personal social media (Facebook, etc.)
offers a great way to invite people.
•
Do you have a St. John’s T-shirt? T-shirts can start many
conversations to invite people to church.

Even as a pastor I have not been good about invitations.
I have missed opportunities. I have made assumptions
that someone would not be interested if they haven’t been
interested before.
Did you know people are significantly more likely to visit a
church after a personal invitation? My favorite story is the
family that decided to go church shopping and when they
visited a church they were surprised to see their neighbors
were already there but never invited them.

Our mission begins with welcome all, but the invitation is
critical. Remember it is a simple invitaion. Don’t be afraid
if people decline. That’s okay, just invite the next person.
Jesus was constantly teaching his disciples to meet people
as they traveled town to town. The people the disciples
encountered were hungry, sick, busy, stressed, burned out,
and grieving. That’s when people need the invitation the
most. And maybe someone will invite you instead to their
church! Visit and share! That is an invitation to be a part
of the whole body of Christ.

There is much to celebrate this year. Come and see! We
will help you with invitation. We have three ways you can
share in our year of invitation:
Share an invitation to worship
•
“I go to St. John’s Sweet Air, if you ever want to try a
church, I hope you will try my church. “
•
“My kids are doing new children’s ministries, you
should check it out.”
•
“My church has some great new music and breakfast
Sundays, would you like to visit with us? “

Yes, we are celebrating the year of invitation. Your church
is launching new ministries and invitations throughout the
year. Check out the calendar on the next page. Thank
you for accepting the invitation and being on the Welcome
team!

Share in community events
•
Invite people to community-wide events like Country
Fair Day the 2nd Saturday in October. By the way thank
you to everyone who volunteers to make this event
happen.
•
Invite families you know to our Trunk or Treat the last
Saturday of the October.

- Lisa Arrington
Lead Pastor
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YOUNG DISCIPLESHIP
Splash (0-2 years) Sundays, 9-11:30am
The Splash nursery is available for safe,
nurturing care during both worship times.
Splash baptism workshops are offered
quarterly for families preparing for a
baptism.
Voyagers (3years - 3rd grade) Sundays, 10:30am
Voyagers engages children to learn the story
of God through story time, movement and
games. First communion workshops in the
spring prepare children to connect more
deeply to God in worship
Pier45 (4th & 5th grade) Sundays, 10:30am
Preteens meet Sunday mornings to explore
faith themes and stories through discussion
and games.

Riptide (6th-8th grade) Tuesdays, 7pm
Our newest ministry to help middle
schoolers build strong networks of support
as they develop a more mature faith. Riptide
includes retreats, day trips and mission trips.
As a part of Riptide, young people can start
their confirmation journey that allows them
to publicly affirm their faith in Jesus .
Oasis (9th-12th grade) Thursdays, 7:37pm
Oasis meets to give a place for high schoolers
to focus on topics of faith and life. High
schoolers also have opportunities for retreats,
small groups, mission trips, and service days.

events calendar
September 12

Dedication Day & Fall Launch

September 26

Splash Workshop & New Member Tour

October 9

Country Fair Day

October 10

Unity Worship (10am only)

October 20

Trunk or Treat

October 31

Festival of Reformation
(Splash & Rite of Confirmation)

November 8

Festival of All Saints

November 19

Friday Music Fest

December 24

Christmas Eve

December 26

Unity Worship (10am only)

TRADITIONS, RITUALS,
RUTS, AND...

discipleship

“I

’m done with church! Done. Done! DONE!!” It’s often said that the only two certainties in
life are death and taxes. Yet, a case could be made that these words, frequently found as
commentary on the Church, might be added to the short list of certainties. Regardless of
the format, content, or physical considerations of the Church in any given era, it doesn’t
take much imagination to realize that people are people, that for centuries, children,
teenagers, parents, everyone, (including ministers) have more than likely heard, reflected
on, or considered voicing these words.

These words can encourage reflection and embolden going beyond the obvious, beyond
the superficial, the emotionalism, the frustration, often underlying their presence. They
can assist in gaining insight into beliefs, thoughts, comments, and actions underlying and
motivating the discipleship in and of Church members and the community in any time.
True, they may shock, bewilder, or alarm. However, clarity, illumination, questioning, or
healing could be an outcome. Regardless of who, when, or under what conditions, they
encourage and provide all with an opportunity to slow down, pause, reflect, and react by
helping identify, focus, develop, shape, and hone the discipleship of a time.
Jesus is a radical idea. The Church, as an institution, is subject to be challenged and
threatened by radical ideas. For centuries, the discipleship of yesterday lives in the Church
of today. That is, today’s Church is filled, and illuminated by the richness of the traditions,
rituals, and yes, ruts of yesterday. All have emerged, evolved, and been gifted to us by
people and communities of the past, disciples, seeking to grow and share their story of
the radical idea of the Church, under their conditions. Magnificent architecture, ethereal
music, simplistic sounding chants, illuminating artwork, moving hymns, spiritual songs,
dramatic plays, compelling stories, medical miracles, food banks, disaster aid, addressing
homelessness, seeking justice, economic relief, these, the seen and unseen, those yet to
come, speak of growing as disciples, responding, sharing the Church as a radical idea in
their day, preparing to be gifted to the Church of tomorrow.
How will we grow as disciples? What traditions, rituals, and ruts will we share with the
Church of tomorrow? We might be “Done with Church!” but “Is the Church done with us?”
- Michael Jothen

Michael Jothen and his wife, Gail, are members of St.
John’s and have shared many gifts with the church for
worship and music. Michael is an emeritus professor of
music at Towson University. He has authored several
basal textbook series, books and articles; composed and
arranged numerous choral compositions; and lectured,
guest conducted and presented workshops and clinics
throughout the country and internationally. Since
2011, he has been a member of the National Association
for Music Education (NAfME) writing team for the
music standards of the National Coalition for Core
Arts Standards.
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growing YOUNG DISCIPLES

hen my wife and I were pregnant with our daughter, it seemed like there was an abundance of books and resources available to us. With books about how to prepare our home, to teach sign language, and to have that happiest
baby on the block—we were overwhelmed by information. The thing I hear from parents, though, is that the number
of resources seems to dramatically thin out as your child gets older.
It’s no secret that parenting a teenager is a whole new ballgame—and too many parents feel like they are taking the
field completely unprepared. Over the past year and a half, I have been working with one of the leading youth research
centers in the country to build a list of resources for parents of adolescents. Whether you are a parent to teens, a parent
whose kids will soon be tweens, a grandparent or someone who might be interested in working with our amazing young
people here at St. John’s, here are three great books to help to understand the adolescents in your life:
- Jeremy Morelock
Pastor & Director of Young Discipleship

The Teenage Brain: A Neuroscientist’s Survival Guide to Raising Adolescents and Young
Adults by Frances E Jensen with Amy Ellis Nutt
Frances Jensen, brain surgeon and neurology professor, has an extensive background with
impressive names like Harvard and Penn. Yet it is her experiences parenting two boys through
the crazy teenage years which build the backbone of her passion for understanding the adolescent brain. She weaves together those experiences and the latest research on teenage brains
to not only explain what teens do but also why they do it. Jensen covers a wide range of topics
from sleep and learning to risk-taking and drug use but I found the sections on stress, mental
illness and concussions to be the most fascinating and pertinent to many of the youth I know.
As the title suggests, she explains the brain science in ways that make sense even to those of us
who may have limped their way through high school chemistry class.

Untangled: Guiding Teenage Girls Through the Seven Transitions into Adulthood by Lisa
Damour
Lisa Damour haș spent the last few decades both raising daughters and working as a psychologist doing counseling with and research regarding teen girls. She identifies seven main
transitions that all girls go through: leaving childhood; joining a new tribe; building emotional intelligence; contending with adults and authority; planning for their future; entering the
romantic world; and learning self-care. Damour breaks down each of these transitions, using
real-life stories to show the wide range of ways that girls might navigate changes. Additionally,
she helpfully provides a “when to worry” section for each transition. If you are a parent of a
middle school daughter, you may have received Damour’s book from me over the summer. If
not, please contact me for a copy!

iGen: Why Today’s Super-Connected Kids Are Growing up Less Rebellious, More Tolerant,
Less Happy—and Completely Unprepared for Adulthood: and What That Means for the
Rest of Us by Jean Twenge
While Jean Twenge’s title is a whole mouthful, the book itself is actually an easy read. Twenge
is a psychology professor and a researcher of generational differences and her previous work
has helped to classify and define both Gen X and Millenials. Now, she turns her attention to
current teenagers, sometimes called Gen Z but who Twenge calls the iGen. Backed with a
number of longitudinal studies, she discusses the changes in American culture and society that
have lead to a generation who are growing up slowly, connect virtually, struggle with ideas of
religion and community, are deeply inclusive and who are struggling with the largest mental
health crisis ever seen. While Jensen and Damour’s books cover the nitty-gritty of daily life
with a teen, Twenge helps to give a bird’s eye view of the landscape they are living in—and in
so doing, provides a deeper understanding of their world.
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recently went on a trip with some friends to
the Pocono Mountains. If you’ve ever been on
a group hike before, you’ll know that it is equally
an exciting and difficult adventure. One morning,
we strapped ourselves with the necessary supplies,
thrilled to explore some nearby waterfalls. I
naively expected a leisurely afternoon. I had
never gone hiking with this exact group of friends
before. Prior to the pandemic I was an avid hiker,
so I figured it would not be an experience too out
of the ordinary. Little did I know I was very wrong.
About five minutes into the hike, some of our
group began to stray off the beaten path. It soon
became apparent that each of the hikers in this
crowd had different abilities and preferences.
Some hikers were adventurous, and some were
a bit more cautious. Some hikers were extremely
agile and strong, others struggled to jump from
rock to rock without falling. Some were able to
climb at high speeds, others (like me) preferred
the slow and steady. This compromised our
effectiveness and safety in many ways. We had
too many close calls. One of our hikers became
separated from the group, and it took us a long
time to find him without cell service. Our offroading led us to a dead end that made our hike
about three miles longer than we originally
intended. We still managed to have fun, but that
hike left me wondering how to better serve the
needs of the whole. Maybe if we had used our
varying abilities to our advantage, we could have a
much safer and more enjoyable hike.
We tend to treat ministry like a group hike.
The universal Church has a vibrant and unique
position due to its intergenerational capacity. We
have a worshipping community of all ages, all
life experiences, and all developmental abilities
wrapped up into one celebration of grace. Still,
these differences seem to present a challenge
instead of presenting an advantage. It is extremely
difficult to get members of all ages walking
together. Something that makes sense to one age
group goes over another’s head. Something that
applies easily to one group may not apply to the
others. Something that satisfies one group may
not satisfy the others.
How can we address the needs of every faithful
disciple walking the path of maturing faith? How
can we learn together in ways that push the front
of the pack to grow without leaving the littlest of
us behind?
I am learning in my work writing curriculum for
all ages here at St. John’s of some specific strategies
that help us keep pace with one another. We learn
what it means to welcome all, tell the story and
grow as disciples as one body in Christ when we
ascribe to the following principles.

1.
Celebrate mystery.
We all sharpen one another with our varying degrees of knowledge,
but there will always be a limit to our ability to grasp an infinite
God. God is bigger than our understanding. That is good news.
God’s infinite knowledge makes God able to handle far more than
we could ever control on our own. Our role as followers of Christ
is to learn to trust God’s role as the hero of our lives. Freedom is
celebrating mystery instead of trying to overcome it. Something
we will always have in common is that we will never fully master
the knowledge of God. Everybody has the capacity to learn more.
We all have a role to play in growing as disciples. The joy of learning
never ends.
2.
Speak to humanity.
While our experiences differ, our humanity does not. We all
experience pain and hurt. We all experience joy and gladness.
At the core of who we are, we all bear the image of God. We can
empathize with each other’s stories because God so beautifully
weaves them together into a greater narrative of restoration.
Reminding each other of our shared humanity shows us that our
neighbor isn’t so different from us as we tend to believe.
3.
Look for abiding truths.
Instead of getting caught up in minute details of Christian doctrine
and theological education, I am learning to look for abiding truths.
What unites us as the body of Christ? What is central? We all can
agree that Christ is risen and has brought hope to us for new life.
We all need God’s grace that we may embrace freedom and extend
it to others. These abiding truths continue to transform us, whether
we have heard them once or thousands of times. There is never a
time too early to begin learning them nor is there a time too late to
remind ourselves of them. Abiding truths endure always.
As we walk the path of maturing faith together, it is deeply
important that we seek out these principles in our teaching,
exhortation, planning and fellowship. Learning to travel in step
with one another helps us learn what it means to truly be church.
We are our best when we are unified.
-Molly Koerber
Interim Director of Adult Discipleship

maturing faith

ON THE PATH OF
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FALLING BACK INTO life
A

nyone can join the prayer group.
We all grow with prayers shared! Just
ask Brenda Smith.

At age 79, Brenda Smith was thankful she
did not have many health issues. Then
on a Wednesday in mid-April, she was
not feeling well and called 911. The first
paramedic checked her vitals and said “we
can’t find anything wrong with you... it’s up
to you about the hospital which will likely
get the same vitals and sending you home.
Brenda felt bad but decided not to go to
the hospital.
By Sunday Brenda felt worse with shortness
of breath. She knew something wrong. Her
family doctor thought it might be COVID.
This time Brenda called a neighbor who
was a nurse who came down and said “I’m
calling 911.”
At the hospital, Brenda tested negative for
COVID but was having a heart attack and
flat-lined! She heard doctors discussing
how many times do use paddles. She
heard the doctors talking to one another:
“Are you going to do it again?” Another
doctor said “yes.” She heard someone say
“Brenda, Mrs. Smith, stay with us. “ She
remembers saying out loud “Nope. Don’t
want to.” The doctors used the paddles a
second time. Brenda heard the doctor ask
the other doctor “Are you going to do the
paddles a third time?” she heard the other
doctor respond: “No.”
Brenda described that while hearing all of
this, she was on a mountain that was dark
on one side, and on the other side, she saw
“the light” and a lot of activity that looked
like our world. She was looking for stairs
and could not find them. She did not feel
afraid. “I was curious,” she recalls, and “I
couldn’t see a way over the mountain, so I
felt like I fell back into life.”

for God meeting Moses. God loves showing us the big picture
on the mountain. On a mountain, Jesus was transfigured to
reveal God’s glory. On a mountain, Jesus taught the beatitudes
in the sermon on the mount. The prophet, Isaiah, delivered
a message from God about the big picture:
And God will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
God will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save
us. (Isaiah 25)
By the end of May Brenda was finally home recuperating.
Meditation helped. Physical therapy and visiting nurse came
to her. Brenda’s daughter from Ellicott City, Sharon, took
turns visiting every other day with her brother from Florida,
Bert (it was one person allowed in the hospital per day). Her
neighbor watched her dog for many weeks. Brenda’s other
son in Atlanta, Brad, had a mother-in-law who died of ALS
while his own mother in the hospital.
Then Brenda got a prayer card from our Laurie Kreiger
who sends a card to “members of the week” that we prayed
for Brenda Smith in Friday Prayer zoom. The prayer card
brought tears to her eyes, and she called to say thank you and
asked for a visit.
The presence and promise of God will abide in the valley and
on the mountain. We shared communion. The Word of God
became real.
Anyone can join the prayer group by zoom. We all grow with
prayers shared!

Brenda wanted to share this story of
miracles with the prayer team and anyone
who will listen. In six weeks she flat-lined
twice, had a stroke. caught pneumonia and
had two bad reactions to medicine. All in
six weeks!
I pointed out to her that the hospital she
was at, Sinai, was the name of the mountain

7

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
W

e were so blessed to have been able to offer VBS as an in-person program for Summer 2021. While
things continued to look different from previous years, the smiles on the children’s faces were brighter than ever. Focusing on finding “God in Nature”, we were able to use St. John’s wide-open spaces as our
backdrop while being immersed in themes of Creation, Seeds, Water, Rocks, and Storms. Many thanks to
our youth and adult volunteers, special guests, and parents for your continued support of our program. Just
as we learned from the scripture, we have weathered quite a storm the past eighteen months, but God’s love
never failed. We look forward to SUMMER 2022 and celebrating our program “To Mars & Beyond” with
St. John’s and the community.
- Megan McBee
Children’s Ministries Coordinator
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GROW IN GOD’S
D

o see you signs of God in the church garden?
It is not just a new garden sign we are excited
about. New volunteers have given their time and
talent to grow our Caring Hands Outreach garden.
Since last year, Dale Pickett Jr, while in training for
the Order of St. Stephens Deacon, recruited about
5-7 new volunteers to help us plant, weed, water,
harvest, and deliver vegetables. We now have about
16-20 volunteers total.

garden

Our garden grows thanks to generous hands and
donations. We were blessed by Jean and Todd Anderson designating a Thrivent Action card for $250
to order more rolls of burlap (to keep the weeds
down). We also purchased our first food scale which
will help us weigh the hundreds of pounds of produce we grow. This information will be very helpful
in applying for an ELCA Hunger grant in 2022.
Like the garden, God is also helping to grow our
faith in the work we do to help others with Caring
Hands Outreach. Dale Pickett Jr shared that he is
currently halfway through his Deacon education.
He has been joined by Judy Lapinski & Doug Koerber who also want to grow their knowledge of the
church and what they can do to help the community. Dale sees the possibilities for more growth: “As I
stand back and look at the garden, and all the wonderful volunteers who help, along with seeing Judy
& Doug grow in their faith with the Order of St. Stephen Deacon, I can’t help but be so thankful to God
for all the kind blessings bestowed to ALL of us!”

In the winter season we meet by Zoom to review
and revise our list of food that we wanted to grow.
For 2021, we decided to grow flowers (for pollenating), collards, kale, patty pan, green beans, yellow
squash, tomatoes, cucumbers, pumpkins, acorn
squash, and peppers. Some people outside the
church donated their starter plants to go to a good
cause – so God directed them our way!
In the summer and fall season, all of the food we
harvest was taken to Amazing Grace Lutheran or St.
Matthias Episcopal Church’s Loaves & Fishes soup
kitchen, both in Baltimore City.

Below (Top): A new idea – cardboard to keep the weeds away (we hope!)
(Bottom): New church garden sign by Jason Collier

Above (Top): Beve Cincotta, Jim Dowla, Noel White & Dale Pickett Jr.
Photo by Gail Southern
(Bottom): St. Matthias Loaves and Fishes
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update - KATIE ESSEL

K

atie Essel has been selected by our Delaware-Maryland Synod to be one of our representatives to the
ELCA Churchwide Assembly in 2022!

The Churchwide Assembly is the primary discernment and decision-making body of the church. The
Assembly comes together to review the ministry of the ELCA, elect its leaders, set a budget and build a plan
for how the church can continue its work of living faithfully and sharing the gospel. The 2022 Assembly will
be held August 8-12 in Columbus, Ohio and Katie was selected at our own synod’s assembly as a young adult
voting representative of the Baltimore North East & Harford Conference of our synod.
Katie, daughter of Andy and Joyce Essel, has served as a part of our lay preaching team here at St. John’s.
During the height of the pandemic when we were doing virtual worship, she helped by recording portions
of worship and doing readings. Katie says she’s looking forward to “expanding my knowledge by attending
the Assembly and learning the skills to become a better leader in the church.” Currently a Specialist in the
Army, Katie is currently making plans to pursue a Masters of Divinity and then commissioning into the US
Army Chaplain Corps.
Katie (center)
pictured with
her parents,
Andy and Joyce
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Lutheran Disaster
Response
GROW
IN MISSION
2020
highlights
learning
about ﬁnancial
lutheran disaster
response

T

he year of invitation is not just about coming
to church. The year of invitation is about
being the church in the world.
REVENUE

2020 HIGHLIGHTED EXPENDITURES

$8,376,024

UNITED STATES

This past year we have not only witnessed the
devastation from COVID, we have also witnessed
SOURCEaffecting families, churches
catastrophicBYdisasters
and businesses.
Drought and wildfires are
burning in the west. Mudslides
and &floods
Individuals
Others are
51% in $4,254,875
ravaging communities
the East. Tornadoes
and hurricanes are barreling down on towns
Synods
down south. Around the world,
there have been
&
Congregations
extreme weather experiences
as
well.
31%
$2,565,216
If you have ever personally experienced a flood,
Grants
fire, or even a tree 18%
falling, you
know damage can
be severe and exhausting-- $1,555,933
even when you have
resources and insurance.

22%
18%

14%

59%

7%

$418,885

Migrant Issues

Earthquake, Flooding, Severe

Storms & Other Disasters
$84,273

Latin America & Caribbean

43% AMMPARO)
$2,254,505

4%

SOURCE OF EXPENDITURES

32%

$506,788

(COVID-19, hurricane, migrants-including

44%

O-•

$849,538

INTERNATIONAL

International
With so many communities struggling to survive,
you are invited to make an$5,198,044
offering in mission.
We hope to resume our New
Orleans
Fundraising
& (NOLA)
mission and our DominicanAdministration
Republic Mission in
2022. You are invited to make a gift for mission
$549,458
this year! Let the church rise and real relief too!

Speciﬁc Designated
Support
$3,841,388

Tornadoes

8%

1%

52%

9.

$1,100,675

Program Management
Services, Network
Consultation

$11,902,376

68%

CapacityBuilding

0 15%Wildﬁres
$893,666

BY DESIGNATION

Support

$1,377,924

1515%
COVID-19
s923,125

Did you know Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR)
General
Undesignated
brings God’s hope, healing and
renewal
to people
Supportby disasters in
whose lives have been disrupted
$4,978,651
the United States and around
the world? The
motto for LDR is “When the dust settles and the
Speciﬁc Designated
headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing
O-•
41%
Support
assistance to those in need.” In addition to direct
$3,397,373
relief there is even a moving “Camp Noah”
– A special ministry for children affected by
community trauma/disaster. Camp Noah is a
resiliency and
preparedness program for children
EXPENDITURES
in communities impacted by disaster. Teams travel
to sites all over the US. Groups or individuals may
United States
register for this week-long mission
trip. For more
$6,154,874
information call (800) 987-0061

-Q.

Hurricanes

General Undesignated

$8,060,988

chart reprinted
from “LifeLines” - Spring 2021 issue
Unaudited ﬁnancial highlights for the ﬁscal year ending Jan. 31, 2021.
learn more at ELCA.org/disaster
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Europe & Middle East

12%

(COVID-19, refugees, explosion,

12%

(COVID-19, ﬂooding, peace
and reconcilliation)

14%

(COVID-19, ﬂooding, typhoon, conﬂict, ﬁres,
earthquake, landslide, human trafﬁcking)

16%

Global Grants
$823,500

3%

political crisis)

$636,153

Africa

$607,056
Asia
$738,45O

Operations

$138,380

ELCA.org/disaster
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FINANCES AT A GLANCE

n 2019, our congregation made the decision to update our entrance to fulfill our mission of welcoming all
and meeting the current needs of our parishioners. Our goal was to raise the necessary funds to address
a new ADA compliant ramp and bathrooms, while eliminating the bottleneck in our lobby. God has been
good to us, and we have been successful in raising over $463,000 in donations from 141 families that were
paired with existing funds from our investments and endowment.
The total building project was originally estimated to cost $960,000. In addition to this amount, we
uncovered a structural issue with our old HVAC system and some increased project costs which brought the
total project to $1,184,000. We were able to fund this gap with a $144,000 line of credit that we will work to
pay off soon. Let us thank our capital team, council, committees, staff, and contractors for a job well done!
Today we have a beautiful entryway that meets the needs of everyone coming to St. John’s.
Joyce Essel and Lindsey Sommer, Co-Treasurers
Cheryl Bitner and Adam Drescher, Project Managers
Kim Hinegardner, Tom DeBolt, and Susanne Kauffman, Capital Campaign

PROJECT COSTS: $1,184K

FUNDING SOURCES: $1,184K

WELCOME NEW members

S

everal people have joined St. John’s since the spring and even in the summer. We will be
welcoming new members this Fall as well. If you are looking for a church home, let us know.
We will be offering Splash Workshops and Tours quarterly to welcome all.

LYNN AND DAVID WALTRUP
David attended St. John’s as a young boy
with his siblings and mother. They met
in 1965 when Lynn moved to Monkton
Md with her family and joined St John’s.
They were married in 1968 at St John’s
by Pastor Boliek. Their oldest son David
was baptized here. They left Monkton
and currently reside in Westminster MD.
They have 2 sons and 5 grandchildren.
MAVRIK HAFNER
Mavrik is the newest edition to
the Pulmilia Hafner families born
December 30, 2020 and baptized on
Easter Vigil 2021 in our outdoor service.
He loves hanging out with his older
brothers, Henrik and Dominick. He
can roll on his belly and loves to laugh!
Proud parents are Jessica and Erik.

KARL AND BETH STEGMANN (JACK AND MELANIE)
The Stegmanns come to us from Ascension in Towson, where Beth was a
lifelong member and Karl joined after their wedding and relocation from
his hometown of Boonton, New Jersey. Karl is a Structural Engineer with
RKK, and Beth is a User Experience Specialist with Social Security. Jack
is in the 6th grade at Cockeysville Middle and a member of BSA Troop
818. Melanie is in 3rd grade at Padonia Elementary and a Bear Cub in
Pack 818. Karl and Beth are both active scout leaders.  

SHARON AND BRIAN TOWNSEND (JIMMY)
Brian, Sharon and Jimmy Townsend moved to Baldwin in June 2019. Brian
and Sharon have been married since July 2010, Jimmy came along in
December of 2012. Brian is a butcher at Whole Foods Market. Sharon is a
teacher in Baltimore City Public Schools teaching 1st or 2nd grade for the
last 23 years. Jimmy is finishing up his second-grade year at Youth’s Benefit
Elementary School. Jimmy enjoys playing baseball, soccer and basketball.
The family enjoys taking their two dogs to the Sweet Air Loop at Gunpowder
for walks. They also like watching football and going to cheer on the Orioles
at Camden Yards. In the summer you can find the family in Wildwood on
the Jersey Shore!  
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WELLS CALLAN TEHAN
Wells, son of Shannon and Kevin Tehan,
was born Jul 13, 2020. The family has
bravely weathered the pandemic in the
midst of learning about his heart condition.
The prognosis seems to be looking up and
Shannon and Kevin are feeling comfortable
enough to bring him experience God’s
grace in baptism. We welcome him in
baptism August 29, 2021 with his big sisters,
Riley and Parker, looking on.

MATTIE ANDERSON AND
HENRY ROBERT CHAUDRON
III (ANDERSON)
We welcomed the Chaudrons
to St. John’s as well as baptizing
their first child, Anderson, on
June 27. Mattie was baptized
at Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Parish (St. Aloysius
Church), in East Liverpool,
Ohio. Her faith journey
and relationship with the
Catholic faith has had some
major ups and downs but she
beautifully explains that she’s
always tried to place her trust
in God. Henry is a Baltimore
native, baptized at St. John’s
Lutheran in Parkville in 1997.
He has joined his family’s
business, Chaudron Glass
and Mirror Co. and Mattie is
a Harford County high school
teacher.

KERRY PATRICK AND KATELYN ARIANNA
DUGAN, DAUGHTER AUSTEN DUGAN
Katelyn is the sister of Shannon and Ashley
(nee Manocheh) and shared in baptism
celebration of baptism as a family wide
reunion. Katelyn Dugan was baptized at
Fairview United Methodist Church and
Kerry Patrick Dugan was baptized at Nativity
Church. The Dugan’s live in Timonium.
Austen Dugan, daughter of Kerry and Katelyn
Dugan, was born Oct 24, 2019. Austen shares the gift of baptism in a
family wide celebration alongside cousins Wells and Lennon. We are
joyful as Austen receives God’s grace. We welcome her in baptism on
August 29, 2021.

NORAH HOPE MORELOCK
Norah is the daughter of Jeremy and Sam
Morelock. Born in November 2019, the
Morelocks are so excited to finally be able
to get her baptized after a delay due to the
pandemic. Jeremy, Sam and Norah are
looking forward to welcoming Norah’s baby
brother due in October!

LENNON VOTTA
Lennon, daughter of Ashley and Jonathon Votta & sister to Hadley and Reese,
was born on March 29, 2021. Celebrating the gift of baptism with cousins
Wells and Austen, we are joyful as Lennon receives God’s grace. We welcome
her in baptism on August 29, 2021.

MICHAEL AND AMY HOFFMAN (MADELINE AND JULIETTE)
Juliette Marie Hoffman, daughter of Michael and Amy Hoffman, was born on July
20, 2020. Celebrating the gift of baptism the same week as her first birthday, we are
joyful as Juliette receives God’s grace. We welcome her in baptism on July 25, 2021
with proud sister Madeline looking on. Amy has been visiting with her family this
summer after moving to the area. They had been at Christ Lutheran Inner Harbor.

